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1.  Sweet Surprise
William R. Miller
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.arrator:  Now the great angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,

to a young woman who was engaged to be married to a man whose name was Joseph,

of the house of David.  The young woman's name was Mary.*  The messenger Gabriel came

to her and said, "Greetings!"

         *Piano begins "Gabriel's Message" here
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2.  Gabriel's Message
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	arrator:  So Mary was going to have a baby, which for an unmarried woman was a shameful thing,    

punishable by death.  Being a good man, Joseph had resolved just to quietly end their engagement,

but then he had a dream with a messenger of his own. . . .
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3.  Joseph's Dream
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4.  Journey to Bethlehem

q = 120 *

Flute

Piano
             

         


No pedal

 *  Narrator:  And so, by order of the Emperor Augustus, Joseph and Mary journeyed from �azareth to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, in order to be registered there, because Joseph was descended from the

house of David.
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** Narrator:  When they arrived, they found that the inn was already full, and there was no room for them to 

stay, although it was time for Mary to deliver her firstborn.

                                  

18



25

Fl.

Pno.
            

***    

                        
        


*** Narrator:  So when the baby arrived, they wrapped him in strips of cloth and placed him in the 

 hay trough of a stable behind the inn. 
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Narrator:  And that night, God sent a messenger to a group of shepherds who were working in the hills nearby.
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6.  Shepherds' Dance
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7.  Mary's Lullabye
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8.  Shepherds' Pipe
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*  Narrator begins reading here, finishing at about the same time as the flute:

In the traditional Christmas story, Mary and Joseph are rebuffed by innkeepers and left to sleep

outside in a stable.  Yet it seems unlikely that the people of Bethlehem, whose religion demanded

hospitality to strangers, could be so callous, and Matthew reports that by the time the Magi 

arrived, they found Jesus and his family in a house.  A house?  What house?  If indeed there 

was no room for them when they arrived, and they had to spend that first night out back in a

stable, then perhaps it was the very same innkeepers who took them in as soon as a room was 

available.
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9.  Innkeepers' Welcome
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�arrator:  Now there was in Jerusalem a man whose name was Simeon, a righteous and devout man who was longing

for the deliverance of Israel.  The Holy Spirit rested on him and revealed that, though he was aged, he would not die 

before he had seen the Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon when into the great temple, and at the same time Joseph

and Mary brought the baby Jesus, forty days old, into the temple for the rite of purification, as was customary under

the law.  Simeon saw the child, and immediately took him in his arms, praising and thanking God, and his parents were 

amazed at what the prophet said.

       Simeon reminds us that we must not, dare not separate the sweet babe of Bethlehem from the man he would 

become -- the Holy Child whom rich and poor alike could adore, from the homeless prophet of God who was both 

deeply loved and passionately hated, and who would ultimately, like so many prophets before and since, be murdered 

for what he said and was.
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